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Ohio Attorney General Race 
Features Experienced Candidates
By Merle Madrid, Manager P.a.C.E.

In our effort to provide 
an early read on 
upcoming electoral 
races for Ohio’s five 

statewide constitutional 
offices, this Political Insider 
looks at the race for Ohio 
attorney general. And, we 
look at some changes in 
the landscape of the other 
races since we first wrote 
about them.

The attorney general’s 
principal duties are to provide 
legal advice to state govern-
ment, to represent the state 
in legal matters and to advise 
county prosecutors on legal 
matters at their request. Addi-
tionally, the attorney general 
is the chief law enforcement 
officer of the state. To that 
end, the office supports local 
law enforcement agencies 
through training at the 
Ohio Peace Officer Training 
Academy, analyzes DNA, fin-
gerprints and other evidence 
at the Bureau of Criminal 
Identification and Investiga-
tion, and enforces consumer 
protections statutes. 

Attorney General Richard 
Cordray was elected in a 
2008 special election after 
the resignation of Marc Dann. 
Cordray had been elected 
Ohio treasurer in 2006. His 
likely GOP challenger this 
year is former Ohio lieutenant 
governor and former U.S. 
Sen. Mike DeWine in the 
Nov. 2 election.

Cordray holds a masters 
degree with honors from 
Oxford University in 
England and is a graduate 
of the University of Chicago 
Law School. He has taught 

constitutional law at The 
Ohio State University’s 
Moritz College of Law for 13 
years and was Ohio’s first 
solicitor general under then-
Attorney General Lee Fisher. 
Cordray and his wife, Peggy, 
reside in suburban Columbus 
with their young twins.

DeWine served two 
terms in the U.S. Senate 
from 1994-2007, before 
being defeated by Sherrod 
Brown in 2006. A graduate 
of Miami University and 
Ohio Northern University’s 
College of Law, DeWine 
began his career in public 
service when he was elected 
Greene County prosecutor 
at age 30. The Cedarville 
Republican and his wife 
of 42 years, Fran, have 
eight children and 12 
grandchildren. 

Both candidates will likely 
focus their campaigns on 
their past accomplishments, 
from the county level up. 
Cordray has made consumer 
protection the centerpiece 
of his work as attorney 
general, and has made good 
government a cornerstone 
of his work in every office 
he has held. Meanwhile, 

DeWine wrote mandatory 
sentencing legislation for 
repeat offenders during his 
term in the Ohio Senate. 
As lieutenant governor he 
worked to improve Ohio’s 
parole system to keep violent 
offenders behind bars.

Interestingly, Cordray 
joins other 2006 statewide 
race winners, including 
fellow Democrats Secretary 
of State Jennifer Brunner 
and Lt. Governor Lee Fisher, 
and Republican Auditor 
of State Mary Taylor, to 
appear on the 2010 ballot in 
a different race. Fisher and 

Office Sought Democratic Candidate Republican Candidate

U.S. Senate Jennifer Brunner or Lee Fisher Rob Portman

Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor

Ted Strickland and 
Yvette McGee Brown

John Kasich and 
Mary Taylor

Attorney General Rich Cordray Mike DeWine

Secretary of State Maryellen O’Shaughnessy Jon Husted

Auditor David Pepper Dave Yost or Seth Morgan

Treasurer Kevin Boyce Josh Mandel

Italics indicate incumbent candidate

Expected 2010 statewide election matchups:

Brunner face off in a May 
primary for the Democratic 
nomination for U.S. Senate 
in the race to replace retiring 
Sen. George Voinovich. 
Taylor, meanwhile, has 
joined presumptive GOP 
gubernatorial nominee John 
Kasich as his running mate.

Gov. Ted Strickland, the 
only statewide elected official 
seeking re-election to the 
same office he won in 2006, 
has recruited Yvette McGee 
Brown of Columbus, a former 
Franklin County judge, 
to run as his lieutenant 
governor candidate. 

Both candidates will likely focus 
their campaigns on their past 
accomplishments

Richard Cordray Mike DeWine
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Support Third Frontier Renewal
By Chris Brock, Manager, Grassroots Advocacy

Regardless of one’s political 
affiliation, regional geography 
or industry sector, improving 
Ohio’s economy and creating 

jobs are top priorities for everyone in 
2010. Attracting more investment, 
especially in emerging sectors that 
offer the most potential, is essential 
to meeting those goals. Therefore, it 
is critical for Ohio to offer the most 
competitive incentives for businesses 
looking to expand or relocate.

The Ohio Senate and House of 
Representatives recently passed a 
resolution providing Ohio voters the 
opportunity to renew the Third Frontier 
program. On May 4, voters will be asked 
if they support Issue 1, a four-year $700 
million extension of the Third Frontier. 
The Ohio Chamber of Commerce 
strongly supports this effort because of 
the investments and jobs it has already 
brought to Ohio. 

The Ohio Third Frontier was created 
within the Department of Development 
to expand the state’s high-tech research 
capabilities. Additionally, it aims to 
focus investments into the development 
of new, innovative products. 

Since it was first approved in 2005, 
the Third Frontier program has 
leveraged a 10-to-1 return on the state 
dollars put forward to support private 
commitments. That has translated into 
investments totaling $6.6 billion in 
Ohio while creating more than 48,000 
jobs. Moving forward, it is essential to 
our economy that we build on these 
successes and encourage even more 
businesses to locate and expand their 
operations in Ohio.

For those reasons, the Ohio Chamber 
aggressively supports passage of 
Issue 1. While engaging our members, 
local chambers of commerce and their 
members, we are working with the 
campaign committee (United for Jobs 
and Ohio’s Future) to educate Ohioans 
on the opportunities the Third Frontier.

There are plenty of success stories 
associated with the program and we 
plan to tell those stories in conjunction 

with the campaign. And those successes 
come from all industries including 
manufacturing, bioscience, biomedi-
cal, renewable energy, agriculture and 
research to name just a few. 

While job creation is paramount, 
it is also important to note the Third 
Frontier serves as a retention tool for 
young talent. Specifically, students at 
one of Ohio’s many world-class colleges, 
universities, two-year community col-
leges or trade schools can gain hands-on 
experience while working with poten-
tial employers. 

These efforts to increase and improve 
the talent pool while attracting new 
companies to Ohio and retaining 
those here will help lead our state to 
economic prosperity and innovative 

breakthroughs. All of these factors 
demonstrate passage of Issue 1 comes at 
a critical time. 

As the recession comes to an end and 
the country begins to emerge from one 
of the toughest economic periods in 
decades, Ohio must be in a position to 
attract talent, incentivize investment 
and promote job creation. Companies 
are looking for the best business 
climate, so Ohio must compete with 
states across the country and countries 
around the globe. 

Renewing the Third Frontier on May 
4 provides Ohio with a strategic and 
tangible advantage. Therefore, the Ohio 
Chamber strongly urges you to support 
Issue 1 on May 4 and encourages you to 
urge your colleagues and friends to do 
the same. 

Proven Success
Ohio’s Third Frontier guarantees investment and jobs to our 
state. These new jobs spring up in communities small and 
large. For example, in Athens, Ohio Diagnostic HYBRIDS (DHI) 
illustrates the Third Frontier impact. 

DHI invents, develops, manufactures and sells products for 
respiratory and thyroid diseases. It was founded in 1983 by 
a successful biomedical entrepreneur, Wilfred Konneker, in 
collaboration with two Ohio University professors. 

In 2008, the company benefited from a $5 million 
investment through the Third Frontier’s Biomedical Research 
Commercialization Program. Now, with 200 employees in 
Athens, DHI has grown to 700 labs operating in 21 countries 
around the globe. These expansions and new jobs would not 
have been possible without the support of the Third Frontier. 

DHI is just one example of what can happen through the 
collaborations and partnerships used by the Third Frontier 
Program. Passage of Issue 1 on May 4 will help ensure Ohio 
sees more success stories like DHI’s.
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Following the 
completion of the 
U.S. census every 
10 years, Ohio’s 

state legislative districts 
are redrawn to reflect 
voting trends and shifts in 
population. This process is 
called apportionment and 
by its very nature is fraught 
with partisan politics. 

The party with the power 
to redraw the district 
boundaries can set itself to 
lead the legislative branch 
of state government for 
years to come. That means 
control of the Apportionment 
Board, the decision-making 
redistricting group, is a 
distinct political advantage.

The Apportionment 
Board is composed of the 

Apportionment Process Under Review
governor, secretary of state, 
auditor, and a Democrat 
and Republican chosen by 
legislative leaders. Because 
the Republican-chosen and 
Democrat-chosen members 
tend to cancel each other’s 
vote, the party with at least 
two of the three statewide 
offices controls the board and 
thus the process. 

The party that “holds the 
pen” has a self interest in 
drawing as many winnable 
districts as possible. And, 
the safer those districts are 
the better for the party. 
Because Ohio’s process for 
determining legislative 
districts is so political, 
redistricting often results 
in many strongly partisan 
districts. Legislators in those 

districts largely are chosen 
by primary election voters.

The November 2010 
election will determine who 
wins the seats and controls 
the Apportionment Board 
following the next U.S. 
Census. The unpredictable 
political environment makes 
it unclear who will win these 
crucial seats and which 
party will redraw Ohio’s 
legislative districts. 

Some people believe this 
time of uncertainty lends 
itself well to considering 
major revisions to the 
apportionment process. They 
say that now may be the 
time because neither party 
is absolutely certain it will 
win two of the necessary 
three statewide seats. But 

many differences exist 
over whether changes to 
the redistricting process 
should occur or what kind 
of changes would improve 
the process.

Ohio voters have the 
ultimate responsibility for 
changing the apportionment 
process by approving a 
constitutional amendment. 
Legislative action is needed 
to place a constitutional 
amendment on the ballot. 
In fact, two proposals are 
before the Legislature. One, 
developed by Republican 
senator and secretary of 
state candidate Jon Husted 
passed the Senate and 
is pending in the House. 
The other, sponsored by 
Democrat representative. 

Controlling 
Health Care & 
Benefit Costs

7th Annual 
Ohio Employers’ 

Summit on 
Controlling Health 

Care Costs

Ohio Chamber of Commerce
SponSored By

Redesigning Employee 
Benefits & Solutions 
to Controlling Costs 
in an Era of Reform

For Fast & Easy Registration go on-line to www.MECseminars.com

Thursday, April 15, 2010
Marriott Columbus Airport
1375 North Cassady Avenue
(I-670 at Cassady), Columbus
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Ohio voters have 
the ultimate 
responsibility 
for changing the 
apportionment 
process

“A Penny of Energy Wasted…Is a
Penny Burned.” ….TD –EMS-2009

TD-Energy Management Solutions can help 
Reduce your Energy Use by as much as 50-70%

To Learn more Go to www.td-ems.com

Tom Letson was introduced 
in early February. 

Under the Republican’s 
proposal two additional 
members from opposite 
parties would be added 
to the Apportionment 
Board. This would ensure 
at least two of the seven 
seats are represented by 
the major political party in 
the minority on the board. 
Approval for apportionment 
would require five of the 
seven members, thus at 
least one approval would be 
needed from the minority 
party representation. The 
seven-member board would 
be called the Redistricting 
Commission and have 
responsibility for drawing 
congressional districts. The 

plan requires the legislative 
districts to be competitive 
(less than five percent 
apart in party makeup) 
whenever possible. 

The House Democrat’s 
plan would maintain 
the make-up of the 
Apportionment Board. 
However, the public would 
have the opportunity to 
draw the legislative districts 
and submit their plans 

to the board. The board 
would rank the plans based 
on specific criteria such 
as the competitiveness 
and compactness of the 
districts. The board would 
select the plan that most 
closely meets the criteria. A 
special bipartisan legislative 
body would be created to 
replace the Ohio Supreme 
Court’s responsibility to 
rule on challenges to the 
apportionment plan. 

Whether Republicans 
and Democrats in the House 

and Senate can get past the 
politics to reach consensus 
on removing some of the 
partisanship from the 
apportionment process is 
not clear. But if it’s going to 
get done, today’s uncertain 
political climate seems to 
provide a good opportunity 
for action. 
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Mark Your Calendar…

RSVP today! More information:  www.ohiochamber.com | 614.228.4201

May 11 Ohio Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Meeting & Legislative Reception
•	 Hear keynote Tom Brokaw, “An Anchorman’s Look at the World”
•	 Mingle with the honored 128th General Assembly
•	 Recognize Ohio’s Excellence in Entrepreneurship winner

Chamber Champion  Alcoa, The Andersons, 
Anthem and Grange Insurance Companies
Platinum  The Gorman Rupp-Company and Nationwide
Silver  Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP
Bronze  Altria Client Services Inc., Columbia Gas of Ohio, 
CompManagement Inc., Crown Holdings Inc., KeyCorp
Medallion  Chamber of Commerce Executives of Ohio, 
Continental Airlines, Council of Smaller Enterprises, Heritage WTI, 
Park National Bank, Procter & Gamble, Shakerland Farms

Special thanks to our sponsors:

May 11
Mark Your Calendar…


